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June 24, 2011

Derck Paauw

The Central Archacology Group line.

PO Box 15908

Lakefield, ON KOL 2H0

RE: Itm:ﬂm:ymmmﬁ:%dﬂﬂ:#uﬂm: Archaeological
AnmmmtRepnnEul:lﬂ-:d.-ﬁuu and Stage 2 Archaeological Assessriers Sip
Therpe Pit Expansion, Lot 89, Concession | WFR, Geographic Township of Tiny,
Simcoe County. Report dated May, 2011, Report Received MTC Toronto May
17,2011,

MCL Project Information Form Number PIF P272-124-2010
MCL RIMS Number 43AG077

Dear Mr. Pasuw

This office has reviewed the above-mentioned report, which has been submitted to this
Ministry es a condition of licensing in accordance with Part VI of the Ontario Heritage
Act, R5.0. 1990, ¢ 0.18. This review is to ensure that the licensed professional
consultant archaeologist has met the terms and conditions of their archaeological licence,
that archacological sites have been identified and documented according to the 1993
technical guidelines set by the Ministry and that the archaeological fieldwork and report
rmnmmmduliunsqqmthe conservation, protection and preservation of the cultural

As a result of the Stage 1 and Stage 2 archacological assessment in which no
archaeological resources were identified, the report recommends that there are no further
archacological requirements for this project prior fo development.
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This Ministry concurs with the recommendations of the report that there are no further
archacological concemns for the subject property, as depicted by Figure 11 of the above titled
report.

Please feel free to contact me with any concems or questions regarding this letter,

Yours,
QWMJ’LM‘&H %

Andrew Hinshelwood

Archaeology Review Officer

ec. Archacological Licensing Office

* In o way will the Ministry be liable for any harm, damages, costs, expenses, loses, claims or sctions
that may result: (a) if the Repaort(s) or its recommendations sre discovered to be innccurnbe, incomplete,
misleading or fraudulent; or (b) from the issuance of this letter. Purther measures may need to be taken in
the event that additonal artifacts or archacological sites are identified or the Repori(s) is otherwise found io
be inaccurate, incomplete, misleading or fraudulent.
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Executive Summary

Described within this report are the detalls of an archasological assessment conducted on
the SibThorpe Pit Expansion project area. The project area s proposed for expansion by
8 K.J. Beamish Construction Co. Ltd. and is located in Simcoe County on Lot 80,
Concesslon 1 WPR, Geographic Township of Tiny. Approximately 100 acres In size, the
] project area Is bounded, In part, by Darby Road to the east, a secondary growth forest o
[ the north, Marshall Road to the west and the existing pit and woodlots o the south. The
purposa of the archasological assessment was ip determine the level of potential for
extant archasological or cultural resources within the project property. The information
collected within this report Is Intended to Identify archasclogical resources and in tum
inform future planning decisions regarding the study area.

As an initial requirement of land use planning and development, the Ontario Minlstry of
Tourism and Culture has legisiated that three objectives must be met by way of a Stage 1
-and Stage 2 archaeological study. These objectives Include: 1) develop an inventory of all
archaeologlcal resources on the property; 2) determine the presence/absence of
archaeological sites surrounding the property; and 3) recommend appropriate strategies
for future agsessmants within the proparty.

The purpose of a Stage 1 assessment |s o Investigate the cultural land use,
archasological history and present conditions of the property. The majority of the Stage 1
process is conducted In the office and involves the examination of records such as historic
settlemeant maps, land titles and documents, historical land use and ownership records,
primary and secondary sources, and the Ministry of Tourlem and Culture's archasological
sites database. The Stage 1 archascloglcal background study will cutiine the First Nations
pre-contact and historic archasological sequence as well as the Euro-Canadian higtorie
sattlemant record for the area and the potential for the discovery of archasological sites
within the project area. Based on background research, the study establishes the potential
for the discovery of significant archasological sites, particularly in the immediate vicinity of
historic settemant areas, lakes, dvers and streams.

A Stage 2 archaeclogical property survey involves the documeniation of archaeclogical
resources by collecting artifacts and mappling cultural features. Depanding on the nature
# of the property environment, two maethods may be employed In the survey: 1) pedestrian
survey and 2) test pit survay. As the project area was a former agricultural fisld, the Stage
2 method employed during this assessment utiized a pedestrian survey strategy at 5

¥ metre intervals after the soll was disced and sufficlently weathered.

Permisslon to access the area and to carmy out the activities necessary for the completion
w of the Stage 1 and Stage 2 archaeologlcal assassmant was granted by the Denis
Simmons on behalf of the proparty owner. Based on the resulls of the archasclogical
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assessment, the following recommendations are provided for considaration. The Ministry
of Tourism and Culture is asked to review the recommendations presentad in this report
and issua comment.

1) The Stage 2 archasological assessment did not recover any material culture during
survay activities, Consaquently, significant pre-contact and historic First Nations or
historic Euro-Canadian archaeological sites are unlikely 1o be found in any undisturbed
ground within the project area. Therefore, there are no significant archaeological
concams associated with the remainder of this project and 1t s recommended that the
property be cleared of archasological concems.

2) The licensee shall hold the archasclogical collections, Including coples of study
malerial and original notes generated during the course of research, in trust, unless it is
transfemed 1o an appropriate public institution as per the terms and conditions of
holding a prolessional license.

3) Should previously undocumented archasological resources be discovered, they may be
a new archaeclogical site and therafore subject to Section 48 (1) of the Ontario
Heritage Act. The proponent or person discovering the archaeologlical resources must
cease alteration of the site immediately and engage a licensed consultant archasdlogist
to carry out archaeclogical fisldwork, in compliance with sac. 48 (1) of the Ontario
Heritaga Act.

4) The Cemateries Act requires that any person discovering human remailns must notity
the police or coroner and the Registrar of Cemetaries, Ministry of Small Business and
Consumer Servicas.

The Stage 1 and Stage 2 archasological assessment was conducted under the project
and field direction of Derek Paauw, under professional licence P272 issued to Mr. Paauw
in accordance with the Ontario Heritage Act (R.S.0. 1980). The archasological
assessment was undertaken according to the requirements of the Ontarlo Heritage Act
(R.5.0. 1850), the Environmental Assessment Act (R.S.0. 1990), the Ontario Ministry of
Culture Standards and Guidelines for Consultant Archaeclogists (2010), and the Planning
Act (R.S.0. 1990).
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Introduction

Tha Central Archaeology Group Inc. was retained by Denis Simmaona, and
Land Management Consulting Services to conduct a Stage 1 and Stage 2 archasclogical
assassment on Lot 80, Concession 1 WPR, Geographic Township of Tiny, Simeoe County.
Comprised of approximately 100 acres, the study area ls bounded, in part, by Darby Road
to the east, a secondary growth forest to the north, Marshall Road to the west and the
existing pit and woodiots to the south. It's westernmost axtent Is located approximately 9.8
kilometres east of Georglan Bay and lis sastammeost extant Is location about 1.88
kllomatras north of the Town of Waverley, 15.4 kllometres west of the Clty of Orillla and
4.84 kilometres north of Orr Lake. The purpese of the study Is to provide a baseline level
of data on known and potential cultural heritage resources within the subject property and
the information collected within this report is intended to inform future planning declsions
regarding the study area.

For this study, archasological potential in this repart is determined by examining the
Ministry of Tourism and Culture's archasclogical sites database for a radius of two
kliometres around the project area, both recent and historical topographical maps,
historical settlement maps, the presence of nearby commemorative plaques or
monuments, réports of previous archasological fieldwork within a two kilometre radius of
the project area, recent and hislorical aeral photographs, gectechnical studies, title deads
and land reglsiry documents, historical land use and ownership records and primary and
secondary historical document sources.

Background ressarch for this project was undertaken at the National Alr Pholo Library, the
Trant University Maps and Geospatial Resources section of the Thomas J. Bata Library,
the Trent Unhversity Thomas J. Bata Library, the University of Toronto Robarts Library, the
Bancroft Public Library, the Ontario Land Registry Office for Victoria County In Lindsay,
the Geomalics Insiitute at Sir Sandford Fleming College Frost Campus in Lindsay, and
The Central Archasclogy Group Inc. reference library. In addition, the Provinclal
archasological database was also consulted In order to determine if there are registered
shes within or In proximity to the subjsct property. '

The following report Is divided into seven sections. The first section provide a general
overview of the project area with a brief discussion about the physical setting, including
past and present geomorphology, soils, vegetation, water sources, and climate. In the
second and third sections, a brief discussion of the First Nations and Euro-Canadian
cultural history of the project area and surrounding region Is provided, including any
known archaeological sites within a two kilometre radius and a summary of past
archasological ressarch, The fifth section examines the potential for the discovery of
archaeological resources within the project area. The shih section outlines the methods
and results of the Stage 2 property survey. The seventh and final section provides a
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summary of research and recommendations for future management of archasclogical
resources within the project boundaries.

The Stage 1 and Stage 2 archasological assessment was undertaken in accordance with
the requirements of the Ontario Herltage Act (R.8.0. 1880), the Environmental
Assessment Act (R.8.0. 1990), the Archasoclogical Assessment Technical Guidelines
(1883), the Standards and Guidelines for Consultant Archasologists (2010) and the
Planning Act (R.S.0. 1880).
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Figure 1. Location of the project area.
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Environmental Setting

The assessment of physical and anvironmental conditions of a reglon is important to
analyzing past human settlement behavior as well as interpreting features and site
patterrs. The cultural development of every soclety Is strongly influenced by the
surrounding natural environment which provides a finfle set of resources which humans
usa o fulfill varety of needs. Geomorphology, solls, water sources, climate, and
vegetation of the study area are significant factors In understanding patterns in the
landscape, Changes in the landscape may have an influenca on the types of materials
found during an assessment and subsequent visibility.

Locatlon. The project area s located in Simcoe County which |s siuated within south-
cantral Ontario between Georglan Bay and Lake Simcoe. |t is bounded to the south by
Peel County, to the southwest by Dufferin County, to the west by Grey County and
Mottawasage and Geonglan Bays, to the north by the District of Muskoka, to the east by
Ontario County and to the southeast by York County. Tiny Township Is localad within the
north-westernmost portion of the county and Is situated alongside Georglan Bay.

Geomorphology. The project area lies within the Simcos Uﬂmwm.
Characterized by a series of broad, curved ridges separated by

valleys, this region stands approximately 61 mmmﬂmmm
(Chapman and Putnam 1866:307) (Figures 3 and 4). The total are this region
encompasses is approximately 1,036 square kdlometres and its sandy solls are usually
well-drained, with low to moderate fertiiity. Aithough the origin of these ridges are still
unknown, & number of theorles have been posited. One theory suggests thal the surlace
foliows tha badrock topography which reflects palec-straam valleys. Another |s that the
ridges am a result of glacial advancement and recassion.

The topographical features commonly seen within Ontario today are primarily dua to a
combination of glacial and inter-glacial perlods that oocurred during the Plelstocens era,
particularly during the last Wisconsin lce Age (10,000 BP), which encompassed all of
Ontario and exianded west into Manioba and south Into Ohlo. It was not until the
Wisconsin glacler began its final retreat (when maelting exceeds the accumulation of -
snow), that land was first uncovered in Ontaro (Chapman and Putnam 1973:28). There is
avidenca that the glacier's retreat across Ontario was intermittant, as it was interruptad by
brief re-advances and still-stands (Chapman and Putnam 1973:28).
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Solls. The formation of soils is heavily Influenced by its parent material, climata,
vegstation, drainage and time (Leahey 1961:148). There are three soll types present
within the study area: Vasey sandy loam, steep phase (Vasl-3); Bargent gravelly, sand
loam (Stsl); and, Atheriay clay (Ayc) (Figure 5; Table 1).

Vasey sandy loam, steep phase |s a light gray, calcareous and non-calcarecus sandy
loam Hll which occurs on smoath, moderately to steeply sioping topography. The porous
nature of the soil makes It susceptible to severe ercsion, howsver, f the slopes are left
with appropriate ground cover, erosion can be limhed (Hoftman et al. 1962; 32). Vasey
solls are included within the Brown Podzolic and Grey Brown Podzolic Great Group.
Although thesa solis have limied agricultural use, they have been utilized for general
farming such as pasture for livestock.

The second-most prevalent soll type in the study area is Sargent gravelly, sand loam.
Emmunm.mwwmquMﬂwhmmw
Ite stonefree nature. Derived from & parent material of pale brown calcareous outwash
gravel, Sargent gravelly, sand loam has a profile characteristic of Brown Forest solls
whmﬂuhpmlpmﬁnhﬂinnnﬂnﬂmnﬂmmmhtmhnhhﬂly.humhm

pradominantly uillized as pasture (Hoffman et al. 1962:50).

Characteristically situated within depressions or low-lands, Atharley clay soils are also low
in fertility and remain saturated for most of the year as they are very poorly drained.
Typified by thelr profile, Atheriey solls tend to develop a dark surface soll and a grey
mottied subsoll layer. This ls commonly found amongst soils situated within the Dark Gray
Mamm.mhﬂmwm.ﬂmﬂmmm
tertilization, Atherley solls may be used in the production of cereal crops. However, thay
are more commaonly utllized as pasture and hay.

; _ﬂ_._ e R
Sk e AR
i f: h':;_.,,

Figura 5. Soll map of the project area (Hoffman et al. 1982)).

- — EE .

THE CENTRAL ARCHMAEDLOGY GROUE ING.

STAGE 1.AND STAGE 2 ARCHAFDLOAICAL ASSESSUENT
SETHonrE Prr Expansiny

LOT B0, Concessiom | WPR, Gro. Tomasne oF Tivy, SRaeor CounTy



B EE N L B S =

= i BN E =

Table 1. Soll typas within the study area.

Soll Type Drainage  Texture Rellel Great Group
Vasay sandy loam, good moderate to - moderately to Brown Podzolic &
steap phasa (Vaslh-8) mym. steaply sloping Gray Brown Podzolic

sand
W good stonefres gently sloping Brown Forest

Atherley clay (Ayc) poor stonefree o very gently Dark Gray Glelsolic
; very sloney  sloping :
The lot to the south of the study area Is currently being utilized as a aggregate pit (Figure

B}.mmmmmmthmmmnmﬂunnfﬂw
soll type discussed above.
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Historical Forest Patferns. The local distribution of a forest ks strongly influenced by the
bedrock, glacial deposits and soll found on the sile. As the glacial ice retreated across
Ontario, trees began to spread northward. Initially, species more comman to tundra-like
environments grew, followed by spruce and poplar woodlands. Warming temperatures
encouraged coniferous growth like pine and hamiock.

The forests of this reglon, batora i was stripped and forever altered by Euro-Canadlan
farmers, lumbarmen and settlers, consistad of relatively dense forests interspersed with
open park-like woodland. Referred to as the Southeastern Mixed Forest, it s located
within the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Forest Reglon, and Is dominated by sugar maple
(Acer saccharum), American beach (Fagus grandifolia), American basswood ( Tilla
americana), yellow birch (Betula lutes), eastern hamiock ( Tsuga canadansis), eastam
white pine (Pinus strobus), red maple (Acer rubrum) and white ash (Fraxinus americana)
on upland surlaces (Dean 1094:12; Kershaw 2001). Dryer streiches of land commonly
exhibited white spruce (Plcea glauca), which replaced the red and white pine (Pinus
resinosa and Pinus strobus). Over thin solls and on high ground, species more
representative of a Boraal Forest persisted, Species common to a Boreal environment
inciude: white epruce and black spruce (Picea mariana), interspersed with balsam fir
{Ablas balsamaa), scrubby stands of jack pine (Pinus banksiana), trembling aspen
{Populus tramulpicles), red oak (Quercus borealis) and paper birch (Betula papyrifera)
(Dean 1994:12),

Modarn arboreal vegetation patterns reflect two centuries of logging and land clearance,
and the large numbers of balsam poplar { Populus balsamifera), black spruce, tamarack
(Larix laricing), sastern hemlock, sastern white pine, red pine, sastern white cedar (Thuja
occidentals), American elm (Wmus americana), American beech, paper birch, large-
toothed aspen (Populus grandidentata), trembling aspen, pin cherry (Prunus
pensylvanica), staghorn sumac (Rhus typhing), American basswood, sugar maple,
mountain maple (Acer spicatum), and white ash found loday are tha result of disruption to
the natural, mature hardwood forests indigenous to the drumlinized till plaing of southarn
Ontario (Karshaw 2001).

Ontaric wildflowers such as common yarrow (Achillea millefoliurm), purple loosestrife
{Lythrum salicania), oxeye dalsy (Leucanthemum vulgars) and Canada thistle (Cirsium
anvensg) ware present within the area surrounding the subject property (Kershaw 2002).
Grasses prasent included bottle-brush grass (Hysirix paluls), sweet vernal grass
(Anthoxanthum odoratum), foxtall (Alopersurus ssp.), common plantain (Plamtago majon
and crab grass ( Digitaria sanguiniis) (Brown 1978). Shrubs Included ground hemlock
(Taxus canadensis), sweet lern (Complonia peregring) and beaked hazel {Conylus
comuta) (Soper and Helmburger 1994). These vegelation types are characteristically
found within areas where the mature forest patlerns have become disrupted by lumbering,
accidental forest fires, and land clearance that began in the project area during the early
nineteanth century and continues to this day.

Water Sources. Located approximately 4.9 kilometras north of Orr Lake, the project area
Is surmounded by a number primary, secondary and tertiary water sources In the form of
lakes (L.e., Mud Lake, Little Laka), rivers, creeks and streams (l.e., Wye River, Hog Creek,
Sturgeon River, McMahon Creek) and marshes and swamps (Le., Wya Marsh, Cralg's
Swamp. The project area lies within the Severn River walershed. The headwaters of the
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Severn River are located at the north end of Lake Couchiching and it forms part of the
canal system known as the Trent-Sevemn waterway. Dralning much of the area within
Simcoe County, the Severn River watershed flows into Georglan Bay to the west.

Climate. Modern climatic variation depends almost entirely upon location and human
impacts on the environment. Simcoe County, locatad in south-cantral Ontario, Is haavily
influenced by the modifying factor of the Great Lakes. The Great Lakes tend to add
molsture to the air in the autumn and winter while at the same time protecting the region
from the worst of the cold during the winter months, and during the spring and summer
they act fo moderate the temperature of the region. This produces an ldeal environment
for agricultural practices as the growing seasen lends to be longer and the cold months
not as harsh as throughout the remalnder of Canada.

Summary and Conclusions. Although the project area has baen subject to some
disturbanca, the vegetation present prior to Eurc-Canadian satfiement would have been
utilized by pre-contact First Nations communities food procurement, health and healing,
and spiritual purposes. For example, the Inner bark of the pine tree had numerous
purposes, one of which was to pound i into a past which could be applied 1o ulcars,
wounds, and everyday sores as a salve; the young leaves and shoots of oxeye daisy may
be eaten or brewed into a tea which can be used to treat whooping cough, asthma,
branchitis, and nervous excitability; meltad sap from the spruce tree was used &s a plaster
when sefting bones; the plant heads of the common yarrow plant were made into a
comprass which was used to treat headaches, lts leaves were chewed 1o assist with
clotting and the roots were chawed for toothaches; infusions from the maple were used to
treal tubsrculosis and the inner bark of the sugar maple was used as a cough remedy and
axpectorant; and a compound decoction of elm bark was taken to facllitate childbirth
(Angiers 1978; Mackinnon et al. 2008; Moerman 1998; Vogel 1970).
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First Nations Cultural Summary

The Palsec-Indian Period (11,500 BP to 9000 BP). The Palaso-Indian Perod represents
the arrival of First Nations groups in Ontario around 11,5000 years ago following the
retreat of the Laurentide Ice sheets that coverad most of Canada and the northern United
States beginning approximately 85,000 years ago. Although there is considerable debats
about whether the Palaso-Indian people were the first to cross Into the Americas from Asia
via Beringia, they are most likely the first culture 1o Inhabit Ontario, The Palaeo-Indian
Pariod |s represented by two distinet cultures based on the uss of different tools. The
Clovis culture comprised the early Palaeo-Indian Period, whereas the Plano culture
occupled the latter half of the Period.

The Clovis culture is defined by distinctive fluted chipped stone projectile points that are
generally lance-shaped or lanceolate that lack nolches or stems with a concave base and
ammmmwmmm.mnnhmnmummmmmu
pm}ncﬂeuhmdmuﬁdmmﬂuﬂhﬂhuﬂpdumgn,ﬁhunﬂmﬁuﬂmﬂwm
hafted onto long shafts and used as a thrusting spear or if they wers mounted onto
smaller shafts and used as hand-propelled spear or in combination with a spear-thrower,

Plano projectile points differ in that they lack the Clovis flute and thay axhibit fine ripple
“flaking that Is distinctive for the latter half of the Palaso-Indlan Period. A number of shes
dating to approximately 9,000 years ago have been found along the north shore of Lake
Superior and on Manfoulin lsland. High quaiity siliceous stone quarries explofted by Plano
people have also been found along the shora of Lake Huron.

The Clovis and Plano cultures likely shared a similar subsistence strategy. They hunted
migrating herds of caribou (Rangitar tarandus) along the shores of glacial lakes that
appeared as the massive ice sheets receded. They also hunted large mammals such as
mammoth (Mammuthus primigenious) and mastadon (Mammut americanurm), Palaso-
Indian groups likely hunted smaller mammals and fish as well, and gathered wild fruits
and berries.

The Archalc Period (9000 BP to 300 BP). Solid evidence for the beginning of the Archaic
Period in Ontario dates to around 4,000 years ago with the advent of the Laurentian
Archalc. The early Archaic culture likely evolved from the Palaeo-Indian Pariod. However,
thera was probebly an introduction of new ideas and technology as more people migrated
inta the region. The alaborately manufactured points representative of the Palaso-Indian
Period were abandoned In favour of cruder manufacturing techniques but with a greater
variety of stone being exploited, This likely represants a changs in the types of flora and
Inumwﬂuhhhrm“pﬁnn.TMhmmhhruHﬂhumhynny
Archale groups from long seasonal migration mevements to a focus on reglonally
available food sources.
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The Archalc Period also represents a technologlcal shift In the methods used in the
manutacturing of slone tools with the introduction of grinding and pecking. A wide variety
of axe forms are Introduced indicating a shift from a ore sub-arctic anvironment to a
temparate climate. it is also during the Archalc Perlod that the atlatl superseded the use
handheld thrusting spears predominately used during the Palaso-Indian Period.
Elaborately polished and decorated stone tools believed to be atlatl countarwalghts
appear in the archaecloglcal record. Archalc people were also producing tools and
omaments manulacturad from native copper found along the north shore of Lake
Superior,

Based on evidence from discarded animal bones, the Laurentian Archaic people hunted
pradominately large mammals, such as deer, elk, and bear. However, smaller game like
the beaver was also explofled. The Laurentian Archale people also fished and gathered
shalifish and plant material. The religious bellefs during the Archaic Period can also ba
discerned from the burial methods practiced. This included the internment of burial goods
with the deceased and sprinkling of the body with red ochre.

The Woodland Perlod (300 BP to Eerly 17th Century). The Weodland Period is
generally assoclated with the introduction of ceramic technology. Early Woodland sites in
the region surrounding the project area are scarce dus to the shorter duration of the
period and the low visibility of sites (Ellis at al, 1990b:78). Jackson (1980) suggests that
subsistence and settlement patiarns during the Early Woodland Period were similar to
thosae of the Laurentian Archalc, but with greater emphasis on processing nuts and
perhaps experimentation with plant cultivation,

The Middle Woodiand Period in the region is defined by a number of burial mound sites
locatad around Rice Lake with numerous assoclated middens and vilages (Boyles 1897;
Johnston 1968; Spenca and Harper 1968; Stothers 1974). The mound sites tend fo be
locatad on promoniories near river mouths and may have been used o define ancestral
tarritory. Based on the wealth and varlety of burlal goods, the Middle Woodland

also had access to a wide-spread network of exotic goods, which extended as far away as
Ohio and Indlana (Spence et al. 1890).

During the Late Woodland Pariod thera was a shift in the subsistence and settiement
patierns which Included the occupation of seasonal hunting and fishing camps on Rice
Lake, often on former Middle Woodland village sites, and larger interior longhouse
villages, where early domesticated corn, beans, and squash were cultivated.

The end of the Weedland Pericd is well known in the reglon due to the discovery of a
number of Huron village sites (Damkjar 1990; Ramsden 1989; Ramsden 1880; Sution
1880). Thess sites seem to represent both Huron and St. Lawrence Iroquois occupation,
but the exact origin of the occupants Is still unknown (Sution 1890:54; Ramsden 1880).
The Huron abandoned the region as a cantre of occupation sometime during the late
sixteenth century and afterwards it was used as a buffer zone batween the Huron and
New York [roguols,

The Huron. The Huron, or the Wendat as they called themselves, are a seveneanth-
century lroquolan-spaaking group that occupled an area known as Hurcnia between Lake
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Simecoe and Gecrglan Bay. however, archasologists have also extended the "Huron®
designation 1o Include pre-contact period sites found in south-central Ontario, where
subsistence and settiement pattems and similar material culture indicates cultural
affillation. Pre-contact period Huron sites dating to between 1,400 and 1,600 CE have
been found along the north shore of Lake Ontario, from west of Toronto 1o Belleville, and
to the north bounded fo the east by the Trent River system and to the west by the Niagara
escarpment.

The Hurons of Huronla, as encountared by the French in the 1600s, consisted of a
contederacy of five nations or groups. The Attignawantan, who occupled the region
encompassing the Panatanguishene Peninsula, appear lo have been the largest group,
and the Arendarhonan, the second largest group, cccupled the eastern extent of Huronia,
west of Lake Simeoe, Batwesn these two groups lived the Attigneenaongnahac, the
Arendaronnon and the Tahontasnral. The project area lles within Tehontasnrat (White
Ears or Dear Tribe) tamitory (Figure 7).

Hurania was connacted fo other lroquolan-speaking groups to the south, such as the
Neutral and the Tionnoniate, by an extensive network of tralls. Using Jesuit chronicies,
late nineteenth century settler accounts, and personal cbservations, In 1906 Andrew F.
Hunter pleced fogether a map outlining the probable locations of the major trails (Figure
8). However, no trails run through or near the project area. Heidenreich (1971:158)
suggests thal the trails followed high ground 1o avold swamps.

The Huron had readily adopled agriculture, cultivating corn, beans, squash, sunflowers
and tobacco. Aside from these cultigens, the Huron gathered wild plants and berries, such
as plum and raspberry. Hunting and fishing supplementad the diet. The Huron hunted
such animals as the white tall doer, black bear, slk, beaver and raccoon. Common bird
bones found on archasological sites include different varieties of duck, geese, grouse and
pigecns (Ramsdan 1850:380). Although fish are often overlooked In the archasclogical
record, Trigger (2000:31) suggests that it accounted as the second most exploited
subslstence resource next to agriculture. Common fish species included parch, bass,
suckear and catflsh.

The Huron lived in longhousas, which were elongated rectangular structures made of
wood beams and bark coverings, built to house several families, related matrilineally.
Although intemal design was related to the number and size of families and construction
methods, which varled between groups, longhouses did share similar key charactsristics,
such as axially aligned hearths and storage pits, sleeping compartments and storage
areas along the walls and communal storage areas at either end for casks of comn and
othar foods.

Large-scale archaeclogical Investigations have provided information on typical
characteristics associated with Huron village sites. Some common features include
muttiple-row palisades encircling the village and a single longhouse located outside the
defensive wall to accommodate visitors or traders (Ramsden 1888). Longhouses within
the village tended to be aranged around one or more larger longhouses that were
assoclated with different areas of the village, suggesting perhaps kin-based grouping
(Warrick 1884). Village sites also tended to have several phases of expansion, where the
palisades were enlarged several imes over (Finlayson 1985). However, sites did not
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Figure 7. Boundary of Huron groups in Huronia (Heldenrelch 197 1:map 17)
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Figure 8, Location of Huren
tralls based on ressarch by AF
Huritar (MeEwean 187T8:1).

expand 1o any great size as the Huron periodically (every B to 30 years) moved sattiement
sites as soll fertility became depleted.

Huron villages tanded 1o have large middens that contained large amounts of food refuse
and discarded artifacts. Therefore, they are readily identifiable in areas that have bean
ploughed and often contain mounded middens when undisturbed (Rameden 1990:373).
Smaller middens also occur throughout the village and against the palisades. Village sites
ara fypically located in areas with sandy soll that is easily defensible and In close proximity
1o a parmanent streams. Howaver, variation in location and preference for othar
geographical features is common. A visual Inspection of the project area did not reveal
any unnatural mounded featuras or the prasence of large artifact scatters on the surface
that would indicate the presence of a village site. Furthermore, the relatively poor soll and
absence of a parmanant waler source would account for this finding. Non-village
sattiements used by the Huron include temporary hunting and fishing camps, and cabin
sites associated with the tending of corn fields during the summer (Ramsden 1990:373).
Small hamials likely associated with larger village sites have also been found. These often
include twa or three longhouses and one fo two middens (Ramadan 1880:376). By 1850,
the Iroquois had driven the Huron off their territory and many fled 1o the sacurity of the
Algonquian-speaking groups to the north or were held captive by the Iroquois.,
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